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TAGS: PFOR, PINS, PGOV, TH 

SUB J : GENERAL KRIS SIVARA'S DECEMBER 3 NEWS CONFERENCE 

RTA COMMANDER, GENERAL KRIS SIVARA, WHO ALSO SERVES AS 
DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF SAFEGUARDING PEACE AND ORDER UNDER THE 
SANYA GOVERNMENT, HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE DECEMBER 3. HE 
COMMENTED ON THE POSSIBILITY OF THE RETURN OF COLONEL NARONG 
KITTIKACHORN, BANGKOK RUMOR MONGERING, MAINTAINING PEACE AND 
ORDER, HIS POLITICAL FUTURE AND ELECTIONS. FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS 
FROM AN UNOFFICIAL USIS TRANSLATION OF HIS REMARKS ON THE 
ABOVE TOPICS: 

1. NARONG'S RETURN: 

KRIS: ANY EFFORT TO RETURN WOULD NOT OBTAIN ANY SUCCESS AT 
PRESENT, AND HE WOULD DISPLAY VERY LITTLE INTELLIGENCE SHOULD HE 
RETURN NOW. OUR VIEW IS THAT THE FATHER AWAY THE (NARONG THANOM 
AND PRAPHAT) ARE FROM THAILAND, THE BETTER IT WILL BE. 

REPORTER: SHOULD HE RETURN HERE WOULD HE BE ARRESTED? 

KRIS: SHOULD HE RETURN HE WOULD BE DEFINITELY ARRESTED. SINCE 
HE COMMITTED OFFENSES HE WOULD HAVE TO BE ARRESTED AND AN 
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ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN ISSUED ALREADY. THE AMNESTY GRANTED IS 
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FOR OTHER PERSONS WHO ARE ESPECIALLY SPECIFIED, AND IT DOES 
NOT INCLUDE THESE THREE PERSONS. 

REPORTER: WOULD ALL THREE PERSONS BE ARRESTED? 

KRIS: ALL THREE PEPFONS WOULD BE ARRESTED. 

2. BANGKOK RUMOR MONGERING: 

KRIS: PLEASE DO NOT BELIEVE REPORTS AT ALL. ALL KINDS OF REPORTS 
ARE SPREADING IN BANGKOK AND NEARBY AND THEY SOUND TERRIBLE. 
LISTENING TO THEM CREATES GREAT WORRY. 

REPORTER: THERE IS A REPORT STATING THAT YOU WILL RESIGN? 

KRIS: RESIGN FROM WHAT? 

REPORTER: FROM THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF SAFEGUARDING 
PEACE AND ORDER. 

KRIS: I HAVE NEVER SAID THAT AT ALL. 

REPORTER: THE PRIME MINISTER WAS GREATLY ALARMED. 

KRIS: THIS QUESTION YOU HAVE ASKED ME IS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW ALL 
KINDS OF REPORTS ARE BEING SPREAD IN BANGKOK. IF I HAD MADE SUCH 
A STATEMENT, I WOULD RESIGN. BUT I HAVE NEVER EVEN SPOKEN OF 
RESIGNING AT ALL. 

REPORTER: PEOPLE ARE AFRAID THAT SHOULD YOU RESIGN THE SITUA- 
TION WOULD BECOME VERY TROUBLED. 

KRIS: I HAVE NEVER MADE SUCH A STATEMENT. SINCE I WAS APPOINTED 
TO THIS SPECIAL POSITION BY HIS MAJESTY THE KING, HOW COULD I 
RESIGN FROM IT AS I PLEASED? 

3. MAINTAINING PEACE AND ORDER: 

REPORTER: I HAVE HEARD THAT HE (THE PRIME MINISTER) SAID THAT 
SHOULD INCIDENTS BECOME TOO VIOLENT. TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT 
PEACE AND ORDER COULD NOT BE SAFEGUARDED, IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO 
RESORT TO SURGERY. WHAT DID HE MEAN BY THAT? 
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KRIS: I BELIEVE THAT WHEN HE SAID THAT HE MEANT THAT SINCE HE IS 
THE PRIME MINISTER HE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO USE ANY AND ALL 
MEASURES. AT THE START HE IS NOT USING THE AUTHORITY HE POSSESSES 
BUT HE IS SHOWING LENIENCY. BUT SHOULD INCIDENTS BECOME VIOLENT 
HE MIGHT USE THE POWERS HE POSSESSES AS PRIME MINISTER, SUCH 
AS SPECIAL POWERS UNDER ARTICLE 17 ALSO. THEREFORE, THE EXPRESSION 
HE USED "SURGERY" MEANS THAT HE WILL BE THE SURGEON HIMSELF. 
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REPORTER: HE WOULDN’T USE THE MILITARY, WOULD HE? 

KRIS: OH NO* PLEASE DON'T THINK LIKE THAT* HE COULD USE ANY- 
BODY. HE COULD USE THE DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF SAFEGUARDING PEACE 
AND ORDER, OR HE COULD USE THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR. THIS IS 
WHY HE SAYS HE WILL USE "MILD MEDICINES" FIRST. SHOULD NO 
RESULTS BE OBTAINED AND SHOULD INCIDENTS STAGED BEYOND PROPER 
LIMITS. THEN HE WOULD HAVE TO USE STRICTER MEASURES. BUT SHOULD 
INCIDENTS NOT GO BEYOND PROPER LIMITS, HE WOULD NOT USE THEM. 

REPORTER: DO YOU THINK THAT INCIDENTS MIGHT BECOME SO VIOLENT 
AS TO NECESSITATE RESORT TO SPECIAL POWERS UNDER ARTICLE 17? 

KRIS: AS FAR AS I HAVE SEEN, VARIOUS EMPLOYEES ARE TAKING 
TURNS IN STAGING STRIKES, THEN WHEN DEMANDS ARE MET THEY ARE 
SATISFIED. I BELIEVE THAT THE STAGING OF STRIKES WILL MOST 
PROBABLY COME TO AN END AUTOMATICALLY, AFTER EMPLOYEES OF ALL 
COMPANIES AND STATE ENTERPRISES HAVE STAGED STRIKES. 
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4. POLITICAL FUTURE: 

REPORTER: HAVE ANY MEMBERS OF FORMER POLITICAL PARTIES 
INVITED YOU TO JOIN THEIR PARTY? 
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KRIS: NO, BECAUSE I HAVE ANNOUNCED ALREADY THAT I AM HAPPY 
AND PREFER REMAINING IN MY PRESENT POSITION. 

REPORTER: BUT HASN'T ANYBODY SOUNDED YOU AT ATI.? 

KRIS: NOBODY HAS EVER SOUNDED ME. PERHAPS NOBODY DARED TO. 

REPORTER: WHAT ANNOUNCEMENT DID YOU MAKE? 

KRIS: I ANNOUNCED THAT I WOULD NOT HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
POLITICS, SO OF WHAT USE WOULD IT HAVE BEEN TO COME AND SOUND 
ME? EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT I WILL NOT ENTER THE POLITICAL ARENA. 

THEREFORE IT WOULD BE OF NO USE WHATEVER TO TRY AND PERSUADE 
ME TO JOIN ANY POLITICAL PARTY. 

5. ELECTIONS: 

REPORTER: WHAT WAY DO YOU HAVE TO ENSURE THAT THE ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD WILT. BE ORDERLY? 

KRIS: THIS IS WHAT I'M AFRAID OF. EVEN WHEN ELECTIONS ARE 
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HELD NORMALLY. WHEN THERE ARE NO INCIDENTS, WE HAVE SEEN THAT 
IN THE HEAT OF THE MOMENT SOME INCIDENTS OCCUR. WHAT I FEAR 
IS THAT SHOULD THE INTERNAL SITUATION NOT BE RESTORED TO NORMAL 
YET THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS MIGHT BE DANGEROUS. BY NORMAL I 
MEAN WHAT WE CALLED A NORMAL SITUATION IN THE PAST. IT CAN BE 
SEEN THAT THE SITUATION HAS NOT RETURNED TO NORMAL YET; PROCESSIONS 
ARE STILL BEING STAGED, SUCH AS DEMANDING THE OUSTER OF 
TEACHERS. OR OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS, AND THE RECENT INCIDENTS 
STAGED IN CHAIYAPHUM. WHEN SUCH INCIDENTS OCCUR, IT CANNOT 
BE SAID THAT THE SITUATION IS QUIET AND ORDERLY, SHOULD AN 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN BE HELD AT PRESENT, I FEAR THAT MORE DIS- 
QUIETING INCIDENTS MIGHT OCCUR AND TO A GREATER EXTENT. 

REPORTER: INYOUR CAPACITY AS DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF SAFEGUARDING 
PEACE AND ORDER, WHAT MEASURES WILL YOU USE TO REMEDY THE SITUATION? 

KRIS: BY MAKING APPEALS. THERE IS NO OTHER METHOD I CAN 
USE EXCEPT TO MAKE APPEALS, AND TO APPEAL TO ALL MASS MEDIA 
ALSO. WE WANT DEMOCRACY AND WE WANT TO OBTAIN IT IN AN OR- 
DERLYMANNER, NOT BY SHOOTING AND FIGHTING AND BY TOTAL CHAOS, 

BECAUSE THAT WOULD NOT BE TRUE DEMOCRACY. THIS CONSTITUTION 
WE HAVE OBTAINED COULD BE SAID TO HAVE BEEN OBTAINED THROUGH 
THE BLOODSHED OF A VERY LARGE NUMBER OF OUR PEOPLE. IT SHOULD 
BE A GOOD CONSTITUTION. ON THE OTHER HAND, A CONSTITUTION IS A 
DOCUMENT, THEREFORE ITS EFFICACY DEPENDS ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH 
PEOPLE CONFORM TO IT. REGARDLESS HOW EXCELLENTLY A CONSTITUTION 
MAY BE DRAFTED, ITS EFFICACY DEPENDS MAINLY ON HOW WE 
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CONFORM TO IT. NO MATTER HOW EXCELLENT A CONSTITUTION MAY BE, 
SHOULD FIGHTING BREAK OUT CONTINUALLY FROM THE TIME WHEN ELECTION 
CAMPAIGNS ARE STARTED, THE SITUATION WOULD BE TERRIBLE. 

THIS IS WHY I APPEAL TO ALL MASS MEDIA FOR HELP. IN OTHER 
WORDS, WE HAVE OBTAINED THIS CONSTITUTION WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY, 
THEREFORE WHEN ELECTIONS ARE HELD THEY SHOULD BE REALLY CLEAN 
AND ABOVE-BOARD IN ORDER TO PROVE THAT WE HAVE A GOOD CONSTI- 
TUTION... PLEASE HELP IN EVERYTHINGY OU WRITE BY APPEALING 
TO THE PEOPLE TO CONFORM TO THE LAW IN ALL THEIR ACTIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES. THE POLICE HAVE TO UPHOLD THE LAW, OTHERWISE GOOD 
AND LAW ABIDING PEOPLE WOULD SUFFER HARDSHIPS. AS THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAS EMPHASIZED, IT IS OF GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO 
CONFORM TO THE LAW. 
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